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Washington, DC 20426

August 6, 2014

Dear Ms. Bose;

The Town of Schoharie's request to the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission regarding the relicensing of the
New York Power Authority at the Blenheim-Gilboa (BG)site.

The Town of Schoharie is situated downstream and north of the BG site. We are the recipients of any release
of water made at BG as well as other towns and villages. We have been severely impacted by the operation at
BG concerning water released, therefore, we are requesting a complete hydrologic study be performed by an

independent organization. We make this request based on knowing the average yearly precipitation has

increased since the BG project was completed and also because development in BG,s drainage basin has

resulted in greater run-off.

The Town of Schoharie requests that FERC recognizes the climate change is impacting our environment to the
extent that in 45 years we have already witnessed two historic floods and fear that a SO year license is much

too long a period of time to go without review. We ask that a 30 year license be considered with review every
10years.

The Town of Schoharie also requests that BG be involved in flood mitigation. We call to your attention
precautions that were made in anticipation of Hurricane Sandy where both the Gilboa Dam and the lower
reservoir at the New York Power Authority (NYPA) were lowered to help mitigate flooding. We also request
that BG provide an allotment of power to offset electric rates for those towns that lie downstream of BG.

The Town Board also requests that BG engages in emergency response drills with local ambulance and fire
departments. The Town Board requests that BG help fund a hydrologic study of the lower Schoharie Creek to
see if there are any possible projects that could help alleviate flooding along its path to the Mohawk. There
may be places where diverting could be done to allow storage of overflow in areas that would not affect
residences.

We are hopeful that BG will assist the entire county with upgrades to its emergency communications system.
The county has been in need of a dependable modern day system for quite some time.
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The Town Board requests that 86 help provide a maintenance fund for the multi use trail that is being funded

by New York Rising. The trail will help promote tourism and economic development by connecting Esperance
to Schoharie to Middleburgh to Fulton to Blenheim and to Gilboa. This trail will provide a hiking and biking, as
well as a horseback riding and driving route across the county, connecting nature to businesses to
campgrounds and parks, increasing farm markets. The route will be erected as close to the creek as possible
and find its way to the villages as well, to help promote the economy and allow the users access to facilities
they may require.

Sincerely,

The Town of Sohoharie is the Hub of Sehoharie County
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