
December 15, 2014 
 
 Response of the Schoharie County Board of Supervisors to the rejection by NYPA of a 
request for a study to determine the potential benefit of the discharge of additional water from 
the Blenheim/Gilboa Pumped Storage Project on the Schoharie Creek downstream of the lower 
reservoir. 
 The following comments are specifically directed at statements made by NYPA found on 
pages 44 and 45 of the Proposed Study Plan, FERC Docket #2685-026.  On page 44, NYPA 
summarily dismisses a request to examine the potential benefit of compensatory releases to 
mitigate the effects of water lost in stream flow, downstream of Blenheim/Gilboa, due to 
atmospheric evaporation from their two reservoirs.  NYPA predicates their rejection of this 
reasonable request on the basis of the following specious and unsupported contentions: 
 
 1.  That stakeholders in the host community of Blenheim/Gilboa are requesting that  
       NYPA compensate for diminished stream flow in the Schoharie Creek due to the       
       operation of the New York City owned Schoharie Reservoir, managed by NYCDEP.   
       The NYPA statement to this effect is both erroneous and obfuscatory.  Implicit in the  
  study request made by the Board of Supervisors is this reasonable request that NYPA  
  NOT sequester any additional releases of waters discharged via the yet to be   
  completed Gilboa Dam, in the form of "Conservation Releases", once the NYCDEP  
  dam renovation is finished in 2019.  Until this Low Level Outlet release works are in  
  operation, c.2019, flow downstream of the Gilboa Dam is greatly reduced, except in  
  times of spillage, during the summer months.  In no way does the Schoharie County  
  Board of Supervisors hold NYPA responsible for this condition - nor, do we expect  
  them to in any redress it.  We do hold them responsible for evaporative loss from  
  their operations at Blenheim/Gilboa, and urge them to study this issue. 
 
 2. A glaring misinterpretation of our study request is found on the bottom of page 44.   
  Here, the applicant states that "the project does not have the storage capacity to  
  provide for additional enhancement of flows downstream to make up for the lack of 
  release from the upstream reservoir".  This statement is an insult to the intelligence  
  of all who read it.  It should, albeit unnecessary to repeat that we are not asking  
  NYPA address, much less redress, the issue of low flow in the Schoharie Creek, due to 
  the operation of the Gilboa Dam.  Rather, we are asking that NYPA not view the  
  promised conservation releases by NYCDEP as a "Hydrologic Windfall".  We are aware 
  of the "pass through" conditions of the licenses granted by FERC for Blenheim/Gilboa. 
  It is lamentable that the applicant seems more inclined to follow these requirements  
  in times of excess flow in the Schoharie Creek, as opposed to times of drought.   
  Stream flow statistics, as compiled by USGS, bear this out, and we challenge NYPA to  
  refute this fact. 
 
 The lack of a serious concern by NYPA regarding the issue of low stream flow 
downstream of Blenheim/Gilboa is demonstrated by the fact that less than one page is devoted 
to the subject of insect and crustaceans in the pre-application document submitted by the 
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applicant.  Section 4.4.6 Recreational Fishery, Sections 4.4.7 Benthic Macroinvertebrates and 
Section 4.4.8 Ichthyoplankton and Zooplankton rely on data, most of which, is more than 20 
years old.  Furthermore, very little attention is given to waters downstream of 
Blenheim/Gilboa.  A study, such as outlined by the Schoharie County Board of Supervisors 
relating to this issue should be made by the applicant, as a condition for the relicensing of the 
Blenheim/Gilboa Pumped Storage Project. 
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