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NEW YORK STATE PARKS & RECREATION South Swan Street Bldg SOuth Mall, Albany, New York 12223 Inlormallon 518474 -0456 

NEW YORK STATE PARKS & RECREATION South Swan Street Bldg SOuth Mall, Albany, New York 12223 Inlormallon 518474 ·0456 

Alexander AldrICh. CommiSSIOner 

Dr. William Murtagh 
Keeper of the National Register 
National Park Service 
Wa~hingtQn, D.C. 20240 

Dear Dr. Murtagh: 

May 22, 1974 

As the State Historic Preservation Officer, I am forwarding 
the enclosed nomination to the National Register of Historic Places. 

North Blenheim Historic District, Blenheim, New York, Schoharie 
County 

The above nomination has been reviewed and approved by the 
Committee on Registers in accordance with the criteria outlined 
in Section 2.2 of the Grants Guide. 

The staff of the New York State Division for Historic Preser­
vation, the officially designated Preservation Agency, would wel­
come the opportunity to discuss this submission with your office. 

By: 

Sincerely, 

ALEXANDER ALDRICH 
State Historic Preservation 

Officer 

pver 
F. L. Rath, Jr. 
Deputy Commissioner 
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Forro 10·300 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE IN TE RIOR 
,TA.TE: 

(Re .... 6-72) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE New York 
COUNTY : 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES Schoharie 
INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM FOR NPS USE ONL y 

ENTRY DATE 
.. 

t:;.NTRY DATE 

(Type al l e ntries - complete applicable sec tions) 

rl. NAME 
COMMON: 

_North Bl!imheim His:tQJ:je I:U st-r; rj-
ANO/ OR HISTORIC: 

OFFICE COPY 
r2. LOCATION 

STReeT "''''0 NUMBER: 

C IT Y OR T OWN: CONG RE::.SSIDN AL DIS TR ICT :jl 

t"~~h~;~ D~~ • n. ,01 _1 T lA ·· ~ .1- .1 1 
STATe I COOE courI'TV: . r CODE 

M~ '.r V n~1r I ,Ii Srhnh,,-r;p I nq ~ 

r~· CL.A~SIF!~ATION 

CATEGORY 
STATUS 

ACCESSI BLE 
OWNERSHIP 

( Cheek O"e) TO THE PUBLIC 

CKl Oishi", 0 Bui lding 0 Public: Pub lic Acq uis ition : ~ Oc cupied Yes : 

0 Site 0 Structure jcx. Pu vote 0 In Process 0 Unoccup ied 0 Restricted 

0 Object p Both 0 Being Considercd o Prll5ervolion work 0 Unrestricted 

in propress ex No 

PRESENT U!;E (Check One Or M ntc lUI' A.pproprlate) 

0 Agriculturol 0 Gov ernment 0 Pork 0 Tronsportofion o Comments 

KXCommerc:iol 0 Indus triol ex Privote Residenc:e o Other (Specify) 

0 Educotionol 0 Militory C; Religious 

0 Ent~rloinmCint bJ Museum l:J Scientific 

!4. OWNER OF PROPER TY 
OWNER'S NAME: 

~ Various 
S TR EeT AN D NUMBER : t<-

t< 
CI TY OR TOWN : ST ... TIE! I coor: R.· 

Blenheim Nel. York I 36 F" 
15. LOCATION OF .~ECAL DESCRIPTION 

COURTHOUSE, REGIS TR Y O F DEEDS, E TC : 

Schoharie County Courthnuse 
ST!'lEET AN D NUMBeR: 

~ b 
C ITY OR TOWN : STATE CODE P 

H 
Schoh"rip Mo, •• Y n-r k 36 Iro r6. R_Ei>RES~N:rATIQN IN EXISTING SURVEYS 

TITL.I; 9F ~VRVEV; 

DATe OF SU RVEV: o Federol 0 Stot. D County o Locol 
DepOSITORY FOR SU RVey R E CORDS: 

STREET AN D Nt;lM BER: 

CI TY OR TOWN : STATE: CODE f-
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ITJi ESC-RiPTio"N -__ :::::::::::::::':::::::::.:::::::::::::::-_ -_~_-_ -_ -_-=-:::=~_-_,_ ---: -;,_-_::::::,=--,===========-'===============~ 
( Chf!ck OUtl) 

o E ... llii\1 Ijj G... ~ F.i, 0 O"orl.,.,.d 0 R.in. 0 U."FO •• d 
~---------~-----~~-----~-J------~~~7-~~~------~ (Clloe k 0110) (Chock Onc) 

o Altered 0 Unaltered 0 Mo .... d 0 Orii inol !.il. 

CONDITION 

l..J n' ....... 

DE5C;RI8E THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (JI known) PHYSICAL. APPEARANCE 

The Village of North Blenheim is located on the ,~est side o. 
the Schoharie Creek about five miles south of Breakabeen. It is 
a long linear village whose structures line Route 30. A sizable 
stream, the West Kill, cascades down from the hills at the weste'n 
extremity of the vill age . 

The village is separated into two sections, one known as th ~ 
"Upper Street" and the other as the "Lower Street". The desig­
nation of the southern part as "Upper" probably stems from the 
direction of Schoharie Creek, which flows from south to north 
towards its termination at the Mohawk River. 

A steep hillside which plunges down to the Creek, leaving 
no ro om for flatlands at that point, has caused the division int) m 
two sections. This may be clearly seen on a topographic map. 

m 

Despite this geographical constriction, the inhabitants of 
the Upper and Lower sections of North Blenheim are united 1n spi'ik 
and tradition. This is understandable, as the little community 
once was the largest to be found for ten miles in all directions 
and at one time served as the main trading center for the farms -; 

;0 

c:: 
of a large area round about. 

A mile below North Blenheim , the famous and fertile Schohar'en 
Valley flatlands begin to diminish and, farther south yet, disapleDtr 
altogether for long stretches of the creek. The nearest settle­
ment to the south, Gilboa, is a small one. o 

z 

Like its neighbor to the north, Breakabeen, about t,~o thir~!3 V> 

of North Blenheim's two and a half dozen buildings show marks 0 ' the 
Greek Revival influence. But unlike Breakabeen, there are no one 
story temple form structures. However, there is an exceptionally 
well proportioned and handsome Greek Revival Church (now 
the Presbyterian) built in 1841, flanked on either side by a 
residence of equal quality, all executed in wood. 

The church facade is a study in striking patterns \~ ith its 
strongly shadowed pediment and flat pilasters interlaced by the 
horizontal motif of narrow wood siding . The church bell tower 
is square with a flat roof upheld by square columns. ~he two 
story high entrance recess is framed by attenuated Ion1c columns. 

The Manse on the east side of the church, and the Wilson 
home on the wcst, both wen-preserved examples of similar archi 
tecture, make this an outstanding grouping . There are a number 
of other fine Greek Revival homes in the district, llavine tlle 
pedimontod central block with side entrance surmounted by pro­
jecting cornice and a one or two story wing. 

'--$ce--CQ'n,-iiii-uaiTollSn:-e-=-e::-..:-t---.-..:.----=--------------:-------' 
. . .. • ,--
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UNITED ST A 1 E~ OEP ARTM I. I or , I. I'l l ERIOR 
NA liONAL PARK seRVice 

t!AT!QNAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

INVENTORY · NOMINATION FORM 

51 A"I L 

New York 
COUNTY 

Schoharie 
FOR NPS use ONLY 

lr.nnlinl1ation Sheot) 

(Continuation Sheot) 

CNTRY NUMbER "-~O:-'-=T-=.-j 

CNTRY NUMUI!R ""1\,1:. 
7. Descri~tion 2 

(Numb.r ." .nt,' •• ) 

Since virtually all North Blenheim's structures predate the 
Civil War, we find only whispers of the eclectic architecture of 
the late 19th cnetury. /\ few square buildings with flat roofs and 
bracket ted cornices SUC)1 as tIle Chapman liotel may be found. 1be 
Methodist Church and Sptinger's Country Store hove the only decor I -
tive window lintels in the village. This churcll was erected in 1828 
and remodeled 'in the late 19th century. 

To date, this early to mid 19th century village has bemspand 
the blessings of progress, including aluminum siding. If the pro­
posed Dreadknbeen PU1"ped Storage Project is built, tlle pressure flom 
the accompanying recreational facilities will undoubtedly alter tl e 
sleepy village of North Blenheim. 

• 

;,,. -

&'0 121·724 

., -
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Farm lO·300a 
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UNITED ~TATES DfPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

7 

NATIONAL REGISTER Oje HISTOIHC PLACES 

INVENTORY· NOMINATIOH FORM 
'I .. ' .... ~.- ...... _ ..... _ ... __ . 

Description 3 
(Continuation Sheet) 

Lower Street 

West Side of Route 30 from South to North: 

1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 
6. 
7. 
8. 
9. 
O. 
1. 

George C. Poppe, Jr. 
Robert K. Wil son 
Presbyterian Churt:h 
Presbyterian Manse or .Parsonage 'V 

Chapman Hotel (King) ~ 
Vacant Store (San?a Lou Haverly) 
Robert K. Wilson 
Post Office (Bliss) 
United Methodist Church 
Maria Franciska Peck 
Amos King J . 

East Side of Route 30 from South to North: 

1. Haverly Brothers Mill 
2. Carolina Dunham 
3. Robert Shaffer 
4. Jeanette Silvernail 

Upper Street 

West side of Route 30 from South to North: 

1. Ruth Lapin (Grill) 
2. George Drebitl<o, Jr. 
3. Springer's Country Store 
4. Robert Springer v' 

S. Cassandra P. Cottone 
6. Leah E. Keyser 
7. Lydia V~lensky ./ 

East side of Route 30 from South to North: 

1. lIelen Latourette 
2. Fred Keyser 

Westkill Read 

1. F. Clay Smith 

STATE 

New Yerk 
GO~HrY 

Schoharie 
FOR NPS use ON,L y'-----i 

£NTp~,rH~~t'}c VI .. ",I, DATE 

ENTRY NUMOER I DATE 

I 

" 
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I 

I 



(Page 6  of  13)

z 
o 

z 

w 
w 

ro. SIGNIFICANCE 
PIi;RIQQ (,f,u'le Orl~ Or Mor • •• Approptlele) 

o Pr .. ·Columbion: 0 161h Century 

o 15th Century 0 17tn CentufY 

~ - --- - ' -~ ' ''''''''''''''-J'.~_'. " ._ .' . __ ~..., ... _ . 

SPECIFIC DATEls) (If Applicable IJndKnown) 

" . . 

o 181h Century 

Qg 19th C.ntury 

.IItE". OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check Ono or MOre e. ApprOp,JIJlO) 

Abollginol 

o P,.hi,'oric 

o Hhloric 

ex. Agriculture 

ex Architecture 

o A" 
o C;ommerce 

o Communications 

o Conser~olion 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICA.NCC 

o Education 

eX Enllincering 

o Indust,y 

o Inven,ion 

o Londscope 

Archileclure 

CJ Literoture 

o Militory 

o Mus ic: 

o Pol i ticol 

o Roljgion~Phj. 

losoph.,. 

o Sci~nc. 

o Sculpture 

o $oc,a IIHumon­

Horion 

o Theoler 

o Tronsportation 

.. 'I • • 

'. . ,. -:-

o 20th Century 

o Urbon Planning 

o O,h.r (Spec-fly) 

IJ1t a c f.rri-rr--H th 
century v~11age 

The 1i ttle village of North Blenheim provides an appropria e 
19th century setting for the pride :lIld joy of its citizens, the 
Old Blenheim Covered Bridge. The latter was designated as a 
National Historic Landmark in 1964. 

Indeed, without the concern of local citizens who mounted ;; 
campaign to save it, this important bridge would have been lost 
in 1930. The respect for tradition illustrated by this act seel s 
still to exist in North Blenheim, as may be seen by the attenti<n 
to the maintenance of the churches, the old outdoor pumps on 
several lawns, and the lack of modern intrusions. 

Like its neighbor to the north, Breakabeen, wllich IIRS been 
treated in anotller nomination, t]IC village of North Blen]leim WR. 
sottled by Palatine Germans pressing southwards and the site was 
probably chosen because of the proximity to both the water powel 
on the west creek and the large expanse of flatlands just south 
of the village. 

The history of the two villages parallel one another, and 1he 
same forces caused them to wax and wane. 

The first recorded pioneers to settle in the area were the 
Beaucraft and Mattice families, who came during the 18th centur). 
Henderick Mattice built a mill on the West Kill. Lambert Stern­
berg is another possible 18th century resident .0£ what we now call 
'orth Blenheim. 

But the main settlement of this village did not take plaCe 
until after the Revolutionary War. Fre~ift Patchin, a Contin­
ental Army veteran, moved here .and established a grist and Sal, 

mill in the last decade of the 18th century. By 1872-3, the 
Gazetteer listed two churches, two schools, two hotels. two stOles 
two wagon shops, two blacksmith shops, a harness shop, a shoe­
maker shop, a tailor shop, a paint shop, a grist mill, two saw 
mills, a sash and blind factory and about 50 dwellings. Wheat, 
butter, hops and broomcorn were in~ortant crops and t]IC village 
was a cellter which serviced farm families~for miles around. 

See contlnuatlon sheet 
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NATIONAL PAR ~ ;<R VICE 

~ATIO~AL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

INVENTORY. NOMINATION FMf.i 

r.! ___ ....... 

8 5i on i fi r ,mrp 

(Con ti'1~8tjon Sheet) 

(Conti3~8tjon Sheet) 

New York 
COUNTY 

S c h 0 h il r i. . .:::e=--:-:c""""'~_-l 
I ___ .-,-f~o,,-II NI'S US~ ONI." Y, ___ -j 

ENTRY NUMS ER OATe: 

As we have already noted was t11e case with Breakabeen, the 
agricultural emp11asis in t11is region gradually s11ifted entirely tc 
dairying and the small village industries were put out of business 
by the availability of goods manufactured more cheaply elsewhere. 
The story of the decline of this little village is a familiar one 
allover New York State, . 

" , 
Yet the farmlands of the Schoharie Valley were still rich ' 

enough to provide a living, so the ,village, t110Ugh shrunken, con- ~ 
tinued to exist as a residential center. The descenden1s of some (f ' 
the early settlers still live in the frame houses of their forefa 1 hers. 
To them it does not seem very long since Col , Hager ,fought in the 
Revolution, or the anti-renters threatened violence in the villag ~ 

because North Blenheim has changed relatively little since they wer 
born. 

, , , 
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IJN li EDS1AiL;:,lJL.? AR j <;1 I ,l cRI OR ST .... r E. 
NATIONAL PA Rf- SERVICE New York 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

INVENTORY. NOMINA TION FORM 

COUNTY 

Schoha.rie 

_ _ . _ . (COfItinl/.ati(lp SjJeel) ~ 

FOR NPS USE ON;LY'--__ -j 
ENTRY NUMBER DATE 

9 Ma i or Biblio(1ra~t"fg~']"till~¥,:~tknc:e.s. 2 
ENTRY NUMBER O ..... TE 

Lenig, Wayne. Final Report on the Historical Environment and 
Potential Historical J\rcheOIogy-oi_ Pumped Storage Power Fa'Cilitt,. 
Prepared under contract to Uhl, Hall and Rich, Engineers. Un­
published on file at Division for Historic Preservation. 

Gaze1:eer and Business Directory (If Schoharie 
Compileaand published by Hamilton Child. 
Office, Syracuse, 1872 . 

. ' . -~ 

County for 1872-3. 
Printed---at' the Jourr al 

;' _ ., 
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See continuation sheet 

110. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA -. 
LATITU D E AND L I")NGlITUOE COORDINATES L'TITUr"E ....... C L~NGI"""JOE COORDINATES 

OEI"INING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PRODFRTY 0 DEFINING T ...... '-1:. .... T :i. R POIN I OF ... ~ ... OPE"T'" 

.- Rf--· OF L.EU TH~N TFN ACRIf;S 

CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE LATITUOE LONGITUDE 

O.~re.s Minute. Second. Oegr ••• Minute. Second. O.gr ••• Minut •• Second. O.gr ••• Min"t •• Second. 
NW 2· 28· 23- 74. 27· 25 - 0 . - • . -
NE 42· 28' 23- 74 • 26· 31 -
SE 42· 28· 03- 74 • 27· 25 -
~w 42. 2R' o ~ • 74 • 26· 31 . I 

... PPROX' ...... TIi: ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY : 2R "rrf><: "nnrn¥ 
ILIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATEI CODE COUNTY CODE 

STATEI CODE COUNTY: CODE 

STATEr CODC COUNTY I CODE 

STATE : CODE COUNTY : COOE 

[11. FORM PREPAREO BY 
NAME AND TI TLE: 

nnri c; M'ln 1 PV Rp"p" ... rh A""i"",,n" 
ORGANIZATION IOATE 

Division for_Historic P",p"p",v,,"inn 
STREET AND NUMBER: 

CITY OR TOWN : STATE I CODE 

, 1 
1'2. STATE LIAISON OFFICER CERTIFICA110N NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION 

As the designated State Liai80n QUicer for the Na -

tional J .. Hstonc Preservjtion AN or 1966 (Public Low 
I hereby certify that thia property is included in the 

89..(65), t hereby nominate this property for inclusion Netional Reg,ister .. 

in the NaHonal Register and certUy that it ha. been 

.. valuated accordilli'; to the c-iteria and procewres set 

forth by the National Park SerVlce. The recommended 
Director, O(llce 01 Archeolo,y .nd HI.toric " Pre •• r".tlOI1 

level of significance of this nomination is: 

National ~~l. O:-fLocal Gl 

I f'l(j)1- . I)'jte 

Name . t 
A',"n;ST, 

I 
State Historic -~ 

Titlo E:tese:t:v:atjoIl O££ice:t 
Keeper 01 The National Rel:iate, 

nale 572 z./> u [Iale 

- " , 
.,... I.:'. GOYUCHMI:..Hr PRI H fIH(. Ot-rICE : 19.3-7'/"')-147,1"1 .. )-, 
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Form 10·301 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIO R STATE 

(July 1969) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE New York 
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

COUNTY 

Schoharie 
PROP ERTY MAP FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY 

(Type 811 entries - attach to or enclose with map) ENTRY NUMBER 1 
1 

p. NAME • , 

COMMON, North Blenheim Historic District 
lAND/O R HISTORIC : 

12. LOCATION , , 

STREET AND NUM SER: 

CITY OR TOWN : 

131enheim 
5 TA.TE: l CODE -' COUNTY, 

New York 136 1 Schoharie 
13. MAP REFERENCE 

SOURCE: U.S.G.S. topographic 7. 5 minute series 

CALE: 1:24 000 
OA.TE: 1945 

14. REQUIREMENTS 

TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS 

1. Property broundaries where required. Gilboa Quadrangle. 
2, t-I~rth arrow. 

3. Latitude and longitude reference. 

I 

• I 

; f ..; 

I • 

OATE 

• 

I CODE 

1 095 
\ 

~ 
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'Form 10-301 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR S TATE 

(July 1969) NATION AL PARK SERVICE 
hl "\J Y '''' 1.-

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTO RIC PLACES 
COUNTY 

Schoharie 
PROP ERTY MAP FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY 

(Type all entries - a ttach to or enclose with map) 
ENTRY NUMBER I DATE 

I 
I}~ ,NAME 'Y; 

COMMONNorth Blenheim Historic District 
ANDIOR HISTORIC: 

12" L OCA TlQN , : 
STREET .... No NUM SER: 

CITY OR TOWN: 

Blenheim 
ST ATE: I coot: -[C OUNTY: I CODE 

New Ynrk r -V:l ,~rh~h~~;n I nQ~ 
13, I,IAP RE,FEReNCE ,', " 

SOURCE: Schematic map of North Blenheim, NY: prepared by Ina Wood, 
1973. shOlvinl?: current owners and use s in an historic dist,,.; ct:' 
eALE. none 

DA.TE: 1973 
f.t~" REQVIR EMENT$ ,.,< f ," " ",": ," . ''!;,''" '"' ·::' i '-' , 

TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL M .... PS 

1. Property broundories where required. 

2, North orrow. 

3, Latitude ond longitude reference. 

- - -- -,- ----, ... 

I 

/ 
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UNITED $TAT ES DEPARTMENT OF THE IN T ERIOR 
NATIONAL PAR K SER VICE 

'sTATE 

New York 
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES ~OUNTY 

INVENTORY. NOMINATION FORM 

(Continuation Sheet) 

7. Description 3 

Schoharie 
FOR NPS USE ON=,L y'-----i 

~.., ... 'i:jtfW~~ml: UNL.IT o."'r 

ENTRY NUMBER I DATE 

I 

The district is bounded on the south by the Schoharie Creek. 
It is bounded on the north by a line running .10 of a mile north 
of and parallel ' to Route 30. Th~ mQst easterly structures inc1ud.d 
in the district are the residence of A. King and the covered 
Bridge. The most westerly structure included in the district is 
the residence of Ruth Lapin. 

8. Significance 3 

Architecturally, this dis trict g ive s us the flavor of the 
Greek Revival period in its many comfortable homes and its fine 
church, all of which are remarkably well preserved. Though 
finer individual residences of the period may be found elsewhere 
in Schoharie County,it's the degree of intactness and the com­
patibility of scale which Qives this area its especially human 
quality. 

, , 

" .. yr-'" 
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